life, since the communion of the preceding Easter, Mr>Rolt" had been " dissipated and useless." * He, however, contributed this year the Preface * to Roll's "Dictionary of Trade and Commerce," in which he displays such a clear and compreheneive knowledge of the subject, as might lead the reader to think that its authour had devoted all his life to it. I asked him, whether he knew much of Rolt, and of his work. " Sir, (said he) I never saw the man, and never read the book. The booksellers wanted a Preface to a Dictionary of Trade and Commerce. I knew very well what such a Dictionary should be, and I wrote a Preface accordingly." Rolt, who wrote a great deal for the booksellers, was, as Johnson told me, a singular character. Though not in the least acquainted with him, he used to say, " I am just come from Sam. Johnson." This was a sufficient specimen of his vanity and impudence. But he gave a more eminent proof of it in our sister kingdom, aa Dr. Johnson informed me. When Akenside's " Pleasures of the Imagination " first came out, he did not put his name to the poem. Rolt went over to Dublin, published an edition of it, and put his own name to it. Upon the fame of this he lived for several months, being entertained at the best tables as " the ingenious Mr. Rolt." 2
1  Prayers and Meditations, p. 44.
2  I have had enquiry made in Ireland as to this story, but do not find it recollected there.     I give it on the authority of Dr. Johnson, to which may be added, that of   the  "Biographical   Dictionary,"  and   "Biographia Dramatica ; " in both of which it has stood many years.
